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to play a part in his educational theories. Just before
graduation (1797), however, Herbart (Fig. 70) left the
university to become private tutor to the three sons of
the governor of Interlaken, Switzerland, and in this way
during the next three years he obtained a most valuable

experience. The five extant
reports that he made on the
methods he used and on his
pupils' progress reveal thus
early the germs of his elaborate
system.

The youthful pedagogue
seems to have recognized the
individual variations in chil-
dren, and to have shown a due
regard for the respective ages
of his pupils. He also sought,
by means of his favorite book,
the Odyssey, to develop in them
the elements of morality and
a "many-sided interest." This early experience, rather
than his ingenious system of psychology and metaphysics,
which he afterward developed in explanation, was the
real foundation of his pedagogy, and furnished him with
the concrete examples of the characteristics and indi-
vidualities of children that appear in all his later works.
He ever afterward maintained that a careful study of the
development of a few children was the best preparation for
a pedagogical career, and eventually made an experience
of this kind the main element in his training of teachers.
While still in Switzerland, Herbart met Pestalozzi and
was greatly attracted by the underlying principles of that
reformer. He paid a visit to the institute at Burgdorf in

FIG. 70.   Johann Friedrich
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